
  

 

 
 

 

 



The Andrew Rankin Memorial Chapel 

Rev. Bernard L. Richardson, Ph.D., Dean of the Chapel 

Heritage Sunday 

Sunday, February 23, 2025 

11:00 A.M. 
 

             Ringing of the Bell                                                                                                                                                Arielle Carter            

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Howard University Chapel Assistants  

 

             Call to Worship                                                                                                                  Rev. Hazel M. Cherry   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       Assistant Dean of the Chapel 

 

             Lighting of the Unity Candle                                                                                                                                                                                Maretta Hemsley-Wood                           

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Friends of the Chapel 

 

             Scripture Reading                                                                                                                                                                                        Psalm 37:1-5 NRSVue 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

             Offering 

 

 

            Beacon Liturgical Dance Ministry                                                               “Rain On Us”                       By Earnest Pugh 

 

          

            Announcements 

 

 

            Greetings                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Jael Johnson 

                                                                                                                                                                                           President, Howard University Chapel Assistants 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

   

            Music Selection                                                                                      “Lift Every Voice and Sing”                                                              By James Weldon Johnson 

Andrew Rankin Memorial Chapel Choir 

                                                                                                                                 

            Meditation                                                                          Rev. Bernard L. Richardson, Ph.D. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     Dean of the Chapel  

 

            Introduction of the Speaker   

    

            Musical Selection                                                                                         “Lead Me, Guide Me”                                                               By Doris Aker 

                                                                                                                   Andrew Rankin Memorial Chapel Choir 

                                                                                                                                    Madison Jones, Soloist                      

                                                                 

            Sermon                                                                                                                                                                                                     Rev. Dr. Eboni Marshall Turman 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Associate Professor,  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Yale University, Divinity School  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Newhaven, CT 

 

            Closing Hymn                                                                                                   “Total Praise”                                                                                By Richard Smallwood                                                                                

 

            Benediction 

We would like to thank the speaker’s assistant Ellyssa Elliott, a Sophomore, Political Science and Legal Communications (double major) and African 

American studies/Hip Hop Studies (Double Minor) and the bell ringer Arielle Carter a Junior Marketing Major Psychology Minor.  

  

Scripture 

 

Psalm 37:1-5 (NRSVue) 
 

Do not fret yourself because of evildoers; do not be jealous of 

those who do wrong. 2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, 

and like the green grass fade away. 3 Put your trust in the Lord 

and do good; dwell in the land and feed on its riches. 4 Take 

delight in the Lord, and he shall give you your heart's desire.  

5 Commit your way to the Lord and put your trust in him, and he 

will bring it to pass. 

 

This is the word of God, for the people of God.  

Thanks be to God. 

Offering Link 

 
Or visit: giving.howard.edu/rankinchapel 

http://giving.howard.edu/rankinchapel


 

Rev. Dr. Eboni Marshall Turman,  

Yale Divinity School, 

Newhaven, CT 
 

The Reverend Eboni Marshall 

Turman, Ph.D. is the associate professor 

of theology and African American 

religion at Yale University Divinity 

School in New Haven, CT. A first-

career concert dancer and ordained 

National Baptist preacher, her research 

interests span the varieties of twentieth 

and twenty-first century US theological 

liberalisms, most especially Black and 

womanist theological, social ethical, 

and theo-aesthetic traditions. 

An uncompromising race woman of 

faith, she co-chairs the Black Theology unit of the American Academy of 

Religion, serves on the executive committee of the Society for the Study of 

Black Religion, and is a founding member of the Black Church Collective, 

Brooklyn, NY. She is also the founder of “Brilliant Black Woman,” a 

virtual community of thinking women of African descent who are 

creatively transforming and sustaining the church and the world. 

A trailblazer in the church and academy, her pioneering spirit has earned 

her many rare distinctions. She is the youngest woman to be named 

Assistant Minister of the historic Abyssinian Baptist Church in New York 

City (2002-2012), and the second woman to preside over the ordinances in 

its 213-year history. She formerly served as Director of Black Church 

Studies and Assistant Research Professor of Theological Ethics, Black 

Church Studies, and African American Studies at Duke University Divinity 

School in Durham, NC (2013-2016); as well as visiting professor of 

Christian Ethics at Hood Theological Seminary in Salisbury, NC (2012-

13). 

Dr. Turman published her seminal work Toward a Womanist Ethic of 

Incarnation: Black Bodies, the Black Church and the Council of 

Chalcedon. She is currently completing her second monograph tentatively 

titled, Black Women’s Burden: Male Power, Gender Violence, and the 

Scandal of African American Social Christianity, and she has recently 

begun preliminary research for her third monograph titled, In My Flesh Shall I See God: Black Womanist 

Theological Aesthetics. Through her research and scholarship, Dr. Turman is transforming the way we frame the 

Black experience, the contemporary movement for Black lives, and the moral significance of the Black 

community ¬specifically the 21st century black church. 

Beyond academia, Dr. Turman is passionate about helping Black people rise above and function through systemic 

racism, gender bias, and structural exploitation. Through her coaching and counseling, she offers tools for spiritual 

vocational, professional, and personal success, empowering minoritized persons and groups to assert themselves 

more fully in white and male dominant environments. 

Dr. Turman is a proud member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated. A native New Yorker, Dr. Turman 

holds degrees in philosophy, theology, and Christian ethics from Fordham University and the Union Theological 

Seminary in the City of New York, respectively. Her favorite scripture is found in Luke 1:45, “And blessed is she 

that believed, for there shall be a performance of those things which were told her from the Lord.” She lives in 

New York City and Southern Connecticut with her wonderful spouse, Rossie E. Turman III, Esq., and their 

beautiful daughters, Haarlem and Kroux. 

This Week at Rankin 

 
Join us online for Meditation 

Mondays with Dean Richardson 

every Monday morning at 9 AM on 

all Rankin Chapel social platforms. 

  

@HowardUChapel on IG, X, & FB 

@RankinChapel on YouTube 

 

 
 

Bible Study 
 

Finding Yourself:  

A Journey Through Biblical Stories  

Every Tuesday at 7 PM 

          Carnegie Building | Little Chapel  

 

HU THRIVE 

Every Wednesday 5:00 PM 

Yoga 6:00 PM 

 

This Week’s Calls to Chapel 
 

Howard University Beacon 

Liturgical Dance Ministry 

 

Howard University Chapel Assistants 

 

Friends of the Andrew Rankin Memorial Chapel 

 

Men Of George Washington Carver Inc. 

 

Howard University Omega Psi Phi 

 

Howard University  

Red Cross Chapter 

 

Howard University Zeta Phi Beta, Inc.  

Quintessential Alpha Chapter 

 
If your organization would like to do a Call to 

Chapel, please visit bit.ly/acalltochapel 

file:///C:/Users/natoynf/Downloads/bit.ly/acalltochapel


Chapel Staff 

Dr. Bernard L. Richardson, Dean of the Chapel 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Erica Middleton, Assistant Program Coordinator 

Dr. Nisa Muhammad, Assistant Dean of Religious Life 

Dr. Eric O. Poole, Director of Music 

Ms. Kayla Reid, Assistant to the Dean of the Chapel 

Ms. Cynthia Rodwell, Director of Administration and Operations 

Ms. Kahleelah Harris, Evans E. Crawford Graduate Assistant 

Ms. Natoy Fowler-Rowe, Evans E. Crawford Graduate Assistant 

 

 

 

Chaplaincies & Events 

Roman Catholic – Fr. Robert P. Boxie, III 

United Methodist – Rev. Jacob Cogman 

 

Roman Catholic – Fr. Robert P. Boxie, III  

Catholic Mass on Sundays at 6 PM, Douglass Hall Room 120 

 Fellowship on Wednesdays at 7 PM, Douglass Hall Student Lounge 

 

United Methodist – Rev. Jacob Cogman  

Bible Study on Wednesdays at 7 PM, Douglass Hall Room 017/019 

Ms. Deborah Boatwright, Operations Coordinator 

Rev. Hazel M. Cherry, Assistant Dean of the Chapel 

Mr. Joseph Dillard, Assistant Dean of Community Outreach and Engagement  

Mr. Joseph Hargett, Sexton 

Dr. Kanika A.M. Jones, Special Assistant for Interfaith Programming 

Mr. Donnell A. Knighten, Jr., Administrative Coordinator 

Friends of the Andrew Rankin Memorial Chapel Officers 

Mr. Chauncey D. Manson, III, Chairperson 

Ms. Patricia L. Plummer, Vice Chair 

Mrs. Anita Moore-Hackney, Chair Emerita 

Rev. Tracy Ross, Recording Secretary 

Ms. Pamela L. Johnson, Treasurer 

 

Interfaith Advisory Board 

Rev. Bernard L. Richardson, Ph.D., Dean of the Chapel, Chair 

Zainab Alwani, Ph.D., School of Divinity 

Aneesah Lawerence, Muslim Students Association 

Bradford Grant, M.Arch., R.A., College of Engineering and Architecture 

Donna Grant-Mills, RDH, M.Ed., DDS, College of Dentistry 

Altaf Husain, Ph.D., School of Social Work 

Fatimah Jackson, Ph.D., College of Arts & Sciences 

Kanika A.M. Jones, Ph.D., School of Business 

Molly Levine, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences 

Bahiyyah Muhammad, Ph.D., College of Arts and Sciences 

Nisa Muhammad, D.Min., Office of the Dean of the Chapel 

Kwesi Kwakye-Nuako, Ph.D., School of Divinity 

Jael Johnson, Howard University Chapel Assistants 

Chapel Music Staff 

Mr. Edmond Charles, Organist, Pianist 

Mr. Royce Bouknight, Bassist  

Mr. Terron Whitehead, Drummer 

 

Chapel Assistants Officers 

Jael Johnson, President 

Mary Betterson, 1st Vice President 

Jayda Gray, 2nd Vice President 

Aaliyah Wilson, Chaplain 

Milan Mitchell, Secretary 

Giovanna Brooks, Treasurer 

Alyssa Belise, Historian 

Willie White III, Public Relations Chair 

Arielle Carter, Community Service Co-Chair 

Tierra Jackson, Community Service Co-Chair 

Christopher Fowler, Sergeant at Arms 

Destiny Perry, Events Coordinator 

          Have a Great Week! 

Upcoming Speakers 
 

 

Sunday, March 16th, 2025 

Rev. Dr. Otis Moss, III 

Pastor, Trinity United Church of Christ 

Chicago, IL  

 

Sunday, March 23rd, 2025 

Dr. Jonathan Walton, Ph.D. 

President,  

Princeton Theological Seminary 

 

 

 

Re-watch all of our services at 

www.YouTube.com/RankinChapel 

 
 

 

 

Quote of the Week 

 

“I have come to believe over and over 

again that what is most important to me 

must be spoken, made verbal and shared, 

even at the risk of having it bruised or 

misunderstood.” 

Audre Lorde 

 
 

http://www.youtube.com/RankinChapel

